
In the shadow of a Reaper 
This physical activity helps build an understanding of the reality of a Reaper drone 
strike. Using the information below, young people can arrange themselves into a 
range of shapes up to 30 metres wide. You will need a large space to move in and a 
way to measure out distance such as trundle wheels or long measuring tape.  Chalk 
or tape helps visualise the different shapes. 

 
 
Reaper Drone Shadow, Image courtesy of James Bridle, http://booktwo.org 
 
Seen from above, you can create some striking images; if you have a high window or 
vantage point, take photos or video of what the young people show. 
 

1. Gather your group in the centre of the space.  Explain that a Reaper , like 
those the RAF uses, flies at 5,000 feet (1524 metres) high, meaning that if 
one was above you right now you wouldn’t be able to see it.  However, you 
are going to show how big it is.  If the sky is blue, that would be ideal for a 
drone. 

 
2. A Reaper drone carries up to four Hellfire missiles.  A Hellfire missile is 163cm 

long- taller than many people.  A missile needs two people to carry it. 
3. A Reaper drone has a wing span of 20 metres and is 11 metres long.  Ask the 

group to arrange themselves to show the cross-shape of a drone silhouette.  
Ask what feelings people would have about this being above them 
somewhere but unseen.   

 



Alternatively you can draw your own drone shadow using instructions from 
artist James Bridle. 
 

4. Explain you are going to imagine that a Hellfire missile had been fired and hit 
this location.  The “injury” diameter of Hellfire missile impact is 40 metres 
(20m radius).  Ask 
various students to 
walk 20 metres in 
different directions 
to show the edge of 
this circle.  Injuries 
could easily include 
lost limbs or 
paralysis. 

5. The “kill” diameter is 
30 metres (15m 
radius); contract the 
first circle to show 
this smaller one.  Those inside this circle would die.   
Ask the group to estimate how many people could stand inside this circle, 
perhaps encouraging them to move inside it.  Explain that you would not hear 
the missile coming, so you probably wouldn’t run away. 
 
Remind the group this is the reality that people in Afghanistan have 
experienced- the activity the group is doing would be full of fear under a clear 
blue sky. 

 
6. Exercising their right to play together, bring the group back together and set 

them the task to cooperate to arrange themselves into shapes of increasing 
difficulty: 

 A square 

 An equilateral triangle 

 A “peace” sign (insert CND symbol)  

 A kite and a string. 

 A crescent, cross, diamond or star 
 

 
Once they’ve been tried, try shifting quickly between the symbols. 

 
If you can take a photo or video of this, share it @kitesnotdrones on Twitter or Fly 
kites Not Drones on Facebook. 

Diagram: 

A  Drone 
wingspan: 
20.1m 
Length 11.04m 

 

B Injury diameter of a Hellfire missile impact: 
40 metres (20m radius) 

C  Kill diameter of a Hellfire 
missile impact: 
30 metre (15m radius) 
More than 700 square 
metres!) 

 

http://booktwo.org/files/Drone-Shadow-Handbook.pdf

